
Cosmo Laurella Serves as Mayor in 2015 

John Stanzione is sworn in as Mayor by Assem-

blywoman Celeste Riley as Danielle and 

Dominique Musso hold the Bible . 

 Now in his 26 consecutive year of the Township Com-

mittee, Committeeman and life-long public servant Cosmo 

Laurella was elected by his fellow Committeemen to serve 

as Deerfield Township Mayor for 2015 at the reorganiza-

tion meeting of the Committee held in January.  Mayor 

Laurella served for many years on the local Board of Edu-

cation before beginning his years on the Township Com-

mittee. 

 He welcomed new Township Committeeman Joseph 

V. Sparacio, who attended the reorganization and serveral 

subsequent meetings by phone while hs was deployed 

overseas by the Air National Guard. Mayor Laurella also 

congratulated Frank Spatola on his re-election to the 

Township Committee and he also thanked outgoing Mayor 

John Stanzione for his service as Mayor.  

 Mayor Laurella outlined accomplishments in 2014 

including: 

 Painting of township offices 

 New municipal hall septic system, replacement of 

landscaping around the municipal hall with volunteer 

labor from Boy Scouts 

 Security cameras installed in the municipal hall 

 Grant funding helped resurface Cedar Street from Morton Ave. to Greenman Ave. 

Mayor Laurella also talked about items to be worked on in 2015: 

Mayor Cosmo Laurella is sworn in as Mayor by Town-

ship Solicitor Mike Testa as his family watches. The 

Mayor’s comments included:   

“I want to thank my fellow committee members for putting 

their trust in me to serve as Mayor . I thank the Commit-

tee for their hard work in 2014. Our office staff and 

other employees and volunteers do a good job in 

keeping the Township moving forward. In particular I 

thank Karen Seifrit, Cheryl Tramontana, Brenda Closs-

er, Ron Shinn and Bruce Murphy for their service as 

township employees.”  

 Purchase of a new res-
cue vehicle for Rosenhayn 
Fire and Rescue  to re-
place one that us now over 
20 years old. 
 

 The building that housed 
the former Carmel Fire 
Company will be put on the 
market and sold.  
 

 New well and pump for 
fire company use will be 
located in Carmel in Car-
mel Park on Sugarman 
Ave. when fire hall is sold. 
     

       continued on page 2 

New Township Committeeman Joseph Sparacio was sworn in 

locally when he returned from military service earlier this year.  

He had been sworn in to his first year on the Township Commit-

tee while overseas serving his country. He was sworn-in by 

Cumberland County Freeholder Carman Daddario as his girl-

friend Micole Mosley stood beside him. 
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 Continued use of shared services with other mu-

nicipalities to reduce expenses and improve ser-

vices. 

 Apply for and obtain grant funding to repair more 

streets and to make other improvements. 

 Create a budget that keeps the local purpose tax 

rate at its current low level of just 8 cents per hun-

dred dollars of assessed value. 

 “We must all work together for the Township of 

Deerfield. If you have a problem the Township can 

assist with, bring it to us and we will do our best to 

find a solution”, concluded Mayor Laurella. 

 

 Mayor Laurella asks you to consider these num-

bers when you think about your total tax bills.  In the 

State fiscal year, July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2014 the 

Township collected and sent the following amounts 

to the County and schools. 

Cumberland County:   $2,131,229 

Cumberland Regional School:    $967,625 

Deerfield Twp. School:  $2,597,525 

Local Purpose Tax Collected:     $102,123 

 

 There will be no increase in local purpose tax 

rate for Deerfield property owners based on the 

2015 budget approved by the Township Committee. 

 With no increase to the township’s local purpose 

tax rate, the rate will remain at 8 cents per $100 of 

assessed property value. That means the owner of 

property assesses at $100,000 would pay just $80 

this year to support its local government. The bal-

ance of the total property tax bill goes for County 

government services and local and regional schools. 

The Township collects the other taxes but only con-

trols the local portion.  

2015 Municipal Budget Keeps Local Purpose Tax Low  

Township Reorganization Meeting 
Continued from page 1 

See www.deerfieldtownship.org for a  full copy of the budget. 

Rosenhayn Fire & 
Rescue News 

 

Congratulations to our recent gradu-
ates of the Firefighter 1 course!  

On February 5, 2015 Dan Mathias, 
Larissa Sanders, and Jack Murphy 
graduated from the state’s 220-hour 
course. Thank you for your dedication and the 
nights and weekends away from your families. 
We are very proud of your accomplishments 
and thankful for your willingness to serve our 
community.  

Jason Scythes 

President, Rosenhayn Vol. Fire & Rescue 

Left photo - Frank Spatola, Jr. is sworn in to a new 3-year term on the 

Township Committee as his son Frank and grandchild watch. Right photo - 

John Stanzione is sworn in as Deputy Mayor by County Clerk Celeste Riley 

(right) as Freeholder Carol Musso watches. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rosenhayn+fire+and+rescue%2c+nj&FORM=HDRSC2






Deerfield Township Committee asks residents to do their part in protecting our local 

and regional waterways and water resources. The brochure that follows is presented 

for your information.  Thank you for your efforts to protect our environment. 

continued on page 6 



continued from page 5 
Recreation News 
The Recreation Committee is 
making plans for the 37th 
Deerfield Township Har-
vest Festival to be held on 
Oct. 8, 9, 10 & 11, 2015. An-
yone with ideas or who 
would like to join the festival 
committee, please contact 
the municipal building or any 
member of the Recreation 
Committee. 
 

The Recreation Committee 
will present Youth Night at 
the municipal building on 
June 3 at 6 PM.  In cooper-
ation with Deerfield Town-
ship School, students will 
elect a Youth Township 
Committee and Youth Recre-
ation Committee and they 
will conduct meetings on 
June 3 in the municipal build-
ing meeting room. Winners 
of the youth week poster and 
essay contests will also be 
recognized. 

 

 
 
 
 

The Township has been informed 

by NJ Department of Transporta-
tion that re-surfacing and drainage 

work will be done on NJ Rt. 56, 
Landis Ave. from Kenyon Ave. to 
near Carlls Corner beginning in 

May 2015. Be cautious and expect 
some delays. 

Recreation Committee Sponsors Easter Egg Hunt 
Dozens of youngsters came to Frank LoBiondo, Sr. Park on Morton Avenue in March 

to search for eggs to win prizes and candy.  



CHANGES TO 2015 FARMLAND FORMS ANNOUNCED 
by Lisa Perella, Tax Assessor 

Public Law 2013, Chapter 43 amended the Farmland Assessment Act.  Please find the changes below 

that will be required when you are filing your Farmland Application on or before August 1st 2015.   

Thank you,  Lisa J. Perella, CTA, Assessor 

Beginning in Tax Year 2015, The Division of Taxation has created the “Supplemental Farmland Assess-

ment Gross Sales form, Form FA-1 G.S., for taxpayers to report their gross sales for the year.  Use of this 

form is MANDATORY  per the Division of Taxation.   Failure to return with your form will result in a denial of 

your farmland application.  

Beginning in Tax Year 2015, $500 Gross Sales criterion for the first 5 acres is increased to $1,000, ex-

cept for lands under a Woodland Management Plan, then the Gross Sales requirement remains at $500 for 

the first 5 acres. Proof of Gross Sales must be submitted w/each application. 

Charlotte Brago Senior Center News 
Lorene Thompson, Sr. Center Coordinator 

The Charlotte Brago Senior Center membership  continue to grow.  The center offers  a 
comfortable  center  for  Seniors to come and stay informed, exercise, socialize, play games, 

have a  nutritious lunch, hear speakers on various topics of interest. You can also get your toenails cut, or get 
a massage plus have your blood pressure taken on the first Wednesday of each month. Our Seniors have 
a  Wii bowling team and they travel to other senior centers and compete. 
Every day is a party at the senior center! The Senior Center is open Mon-
day through Thursday from 10 to 3 pm  for all seniors to come and enjoy. 
Please call 856-455-6902  for more information.  

Left to right, Mayor  Cosmo Laurella, outgoing president Doris 
Martorana, new  President Richard Sibley and new Vice President Jean 
Singer.  New  officers are installed  at the Senior Center by Township 

Mayor Cosmo Laurella. 

       New  Deerfield Township  
Committee person and recently
deployed Air National Guard member Joseph Sparacio  and  
Rosenhayn Volunteer Fire Company President Jason 
Scythes came and  spoke to the seniors at the Charlotte  
Brago Senior Center.  

CONSTRUCTION CODE CORNER - Teresa Warburton, Construction Official 
It seems as if a lot of people, licensed contractors included, have trouble re-

membering when it is ok to do work on houses without the benefit of a State Li-
censed Contractor. Hopefully the confusion will be lifted after reading this article. 

The State of New Jersey says you can do your own work on your own house 
providing the house is your primary residence. That means you must live there for 
the majority of the year. No license is required to do any building, electric or plumb-
ing work. However, you are still required to obtain all necessary permits.  

If you do not own the house where you live or if you are a Landlord, licensed 
contractors must sign and seal the permit applications for plumbing and electrical 
permits. It is also necessary to have a licensed contractor do any building work on 
your property (roofing, siding, etc.) if you do not do the work yourself. This is true 
for all residential dwellings. 

Commercial properties must ALWAYS have licensed contractors do any 
work. 
Should you have any questions please ca ll the Construction Code Office at 856-455-9591. 



Air National Guardsman Serves on 

Township Committee 
by Don E. Woods | South Jersey Times  

Days after returning from deployment with the Air 

National Guard, Joseph V. Sparacio started a dif-

ferent kind of public service by being sworn-in to the Deerfield 

Township Committee. 

"My family has been here for the last 100 years and I want 

to be here for the time forward," he said. "It's time to do my 

part in the community." 

He started deployment to Kuwait after winning the primary 

election in June and, despite not even being in the country 

for the election, managed to be the top vote getter in the 

2014 election for Deerfield Township. 

"I was very, very proud that he won, but I was more proud 

that he had the ambition to run," said Anthony Sparacio Jr., 

his father, who said he voted for him. 

Sparacio joined the Air National Guard just out of high 
school when he was 18. That was nine years ago. He is 
now a station captain and works as a firefighter. He owns 
Maple Valley Nurseries in Rosenhayn.  
 

 
 
www.ShopLocalCumberland.com.  
This is the free website available to businesses in the area 

to promote themselves online. It is sponsored jointly by 

Cumberland Development Corp., the Township Economic 

Development Consultant and Bridgeton Area Chamber of 

commerce. Call the Chamber office at 856-455-1312 or 

CDC office at 856-451-4200 for more information on this 

and other assistance to help businesses in the area.  Visit 

www.baccnj.com or www.cdcnj.com. 
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                       Resident / Business 

Business Notes 

Advisory Committee to Be 
Formed for  Water Run Off,     
Other Farm-Related Matters  
 The Township Committee is considering the 

formation of a special advisory committee to 

consider water run-off and other issues related 

to farms in Township.  If you are interested in 

serving on this committee call the municipal 

building or let any township committeeman and 

or Township Clerk know --  856-455-3200. 
 

 

On May 1, Deerfield Township will utilize Upper 

Deerfield personnel for plumbing, electrical, fire 

and building inspections and services of the 

construction code office. On a daily basis, the 

services will be available at the Upper Deerfield 

Municipal Hall in Seabrook. Appointments may 

also be made by calling 856-455-9591.  

Joseph V. Sparacio 

DEERFIELD TOWNSHIP ELKS LODGE AVAILABLE FOR EVENTS & PARTIES 

The Deerfield Township Elks Lodge #733 located at 642 Garton Road, Bridgeton (GPS Address) is 

available to the public to rent for events and parties. For more information, contact the lodge at  

856-451-0178.  Visit them on Facebook -- Deerfield-Elks-Lodge-733. 


