
 
REGULAR MEETING 

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE 
      SEPTEMBER 4, 2019 

 
 

 The Clerk asked for a motion to appoint John Stanzione as Temporary Chairman 
for this evening’s meeting.   Mr. Brago made a motion, seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to 
appoint Mr. Stanzione as Temporary Chairman.   Roll Call Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes 
 
 Temporary Chairman Stanzione called to order a regular meeting of the Township 
Committee of the Township of Deerfield, County of Cumberland and State of New 
Jersey, at the Municipal Building, 736 Landis Avenue, Rosenhayn, at 7:00 p.m.  
 
 Chairperson Stanzione led the flag salute.  
   
 The Clerk took roll call and members present included Mr. Brago, Mrs. O’Brien 
and Mr. Stanzione.   Mr. Danna and Mr. Terrigno were unavailable this evening.   Robert 
Casella attended the meeting for Solicitor Testa.      
 
Minutes 
 
 The Clerk presented the minutes of August 7, 2019.  Mrs. O’Brien made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Brago to approve the minutes as written.  However due to the 
fact that Mr. Stanzione was not present for the last meeting he abstained on approval 
thereby not providing a quorum for approval of the minutes.   The Clerk noted that she 
would present the minutes again for approval at the next Township meeting.   
 
Ordinances 
 
 The Clerk presented Ordinance #2019-4-Second Reading And Public Hearing Of 
An Ordinance Granting Renewal Of Municipal Consent To Comcast To Construct, 
Connect, Operate And Maintain A Cable Television And Communications System In The 
Township Of Deerfield, New Jersey.  Mrs. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Brago to open the public hearing on Ordinance #2019-4.  The Committee approved. 
 
 There being no comment from the public, Mr. Brago made a motion, seconded by 
Mrs. O’Brien to close the public hearing on Ordinance #2019-4.   The Committee 
approved.   
 
 Mr. Brago made a motion, seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to adopt Ordinance #2019-
4.  Roll Call Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien   Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes 
 
 The Clerk presented Ordinance #2019-5-Second Reading And Public Hearing Of 
An Ordinance Amending Chapter 144 Entitled Peddling And Soliciting Of The Code Of 
The Township Of Deerfield.   Mrs. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brago to 
open the public hearing for Ordinance #2019-5.  The Committee approved. 
 
 Michael Fralinger, Esquire, an attorney with the firm of Capizola, Pancari, 
Lapham and Fralinger in Vineland and came before the Committee on behalf of F&S 
Produce Company and Cedar Rose Winery.   Mr. Fralinger noted that the Ordinance 
being proposed is intended to legislate and restrict the use of “mobile retail food 
establishments” also known as food trucks.  He further noted that Ordinance does more 
than regulate food trucks and with every legislative act there are intended and unintended 
consequences.   Mr. Fralinger stated that his clients noted that in reading this Ordinance 
there would a significant impact upon them.   He further stated that he reviewed the 
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 Ordinance and spoke with his clients about what their activities are.   He further stated 
that F&S is serviced by mobile retail food establishments on a daily basis (2 or 3 at a time 
and as many as 3 times a day).  Mr. Fralinger noted that the trucks come to F&S for the 
employees as there are cafeteria facilities but no cooking facilities and the food trucks 
come for breakfast, lunch and dinner and the way Ordinance is drafted those types of 
food trucks would be included and there would be severe restrictions placed upon it.  He 
further noted the minimum hours on site and the distance between them being 500 feet 
and that these trucks come at the same time as 2 or 3 trucks cannot service all of the 
employees at one time.    
 
 As to Cedar Rose Winery, Mr. Fralinger indicated that it is a new business in the 
Township and the Township supports the winery industry.  He further indicated that 
Cedar Rose is very new at the point where they are beginning to market their label.   He 
further indicated that they do not have restaurant facilities on site and hold festivals and 
have food trucks that come on weekends in the means of attracting people to the property 
to market their wine and label.   Mr. Fralinger noted that they have been successful at it 
and held a festival over the weekend with approximately 500 people over the course of 
the weekend.   He further noted that the festival ran for 5-6 hours each day and had 3 
separate food trucks there each day to offer different kinds of foods.   Mr. Fralinger 
indicated that it’s fun for the people and Cedar Rose gets to grow its business and it helps 
Deerfield Township when that happens.  He further indicated that the way the Ordinance 
is prepared and is being proposed to be adopted restricts that. 
 
 Mr. Fralinger stated that in the Ordinance there is a provision which indicates that 
a special event can be held six times a year.   He further stated that Cedar Rose has 
already exceeded that in the last month with food trucks at their business as they don’t 
have restaurant facilities and utilize food trucks as catered events.  Mr. Fralinger 
indicated that a restauranteur would be restricted by this Ordinance for catered events if 
that individual was to cater an event at a home or business due to the way the Ordinance 
is drafted.   Mr. Fralinger quoted the Ordinance:   “any moveable restaurant, truck, van, 
trailer, cart, bicycle, water craft, etc. in which food or beverages are transported, stored or 
prepared.”    He noted that any catering vehicle transports food and is restricted by this 
Ordinance.   Mr. Fralinger went on to note that vendors that would be restricted by the 
Ordinance (Example:  Coca cola delivery).     He went on to state that he did not believe 
it was the Township’s intent to be so overly broad that existing businesses in the 
Township are negatively impacted by this and he asked that the Committee either deny 
the Ordinance or take it back to the drawing board and figure out exactly what the intent 
is and draft it specifically for that intent.   Mr. Fralinger indicated that as the Ordinance is 
right now it is overly broad it is unenforceable and unconstitutional and burdensome.  He 
further indicated that any vehicle that’s carrying beverages for retail sale or transportation 
falls under this Ordinance and is restricted.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione indicated to Mr. Fralinger that the Township would not be 
acting on this Ordinance this evening.   Mr. Fralinger stated that is what he would ask and 
would like to have some additional conversation and input as to what to put into the 
Ordinance, if acceptable to the Committee.   Mrs. O’Brien noted that Mr. Fralinger’s 
input would be acceptable and the Committee did not intend to adopt the Ordinance this 
evening due to a lack of a full Committee.   She further noted that there were some 
concerns about moving forward with an Ordinance that the Township is not comfortable 
with and therefore it does not serve the people or the intent.  Mr. Fralinger thanked the 
Committee for their consideration.    
 
 Mr. Brago stated that the Ordinance was never meant to negatively impact our 
businesses, our town and especially, up and coming businesses.   He further stated the 
previous peddlers ordinance is very out dated and did not describe food trucks at all.  Mr. 
Brago indicated that it was brought to the Committee’s attention several months ago and  
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the Committee over the last 4-5 meetings have spent several hours at each meeting 
discussing this issue and how to make this Ordinance fair to the foods trucks, businesses 
and brick and mortar food businesses in the Township.  He agreed that food trucks are a 
hot topic and they are all over and an incoming thing.   Mr. Brago stated that it is the 
Township’s responsibility to try and make this as fair as possible for everyone.   Mr. 
Fralinger agreed with Mr. Brago but noted that it is a very difficult task to undertake and 
that the it may not be the best route to take to try and modify the existing peddlers 
ordinance and may want to look at a separate ordinance that’s specific to food trucks or 
the mobile retail food establishments.   He noted that in his opinion it becomes a very 
difficult ordinance to attempt to enforce.    Mr. Fralinger noted that he is not aware of any 
foods trucks that actually emanate from Deerfield Township but there are several that 
travel from the Bridgeton area and travel through Deerfield to Millville and then to 
Vineland to service the large industries that are there.   He also did not know how it 
would be an enforceable ordinance on the food trucks themselves when they are 
emanating from an area outside of the Township and basically driving to the Township 
and through the Township to service employees and leaving.   Mr. Fralinger also 
questioned how the “policing” of the foods would be established and enforceable without 
enforcing on the property owner and that’s one thing the Township needs to stay away 
from is legislating the property owner or business owner for the food truck.  The property 
owner or business does not have any control over the food truck as to where it’s coming 
from and what it’s doing when it gets to its premises.   He noted that property owners and 
businesses are relying on the food truck to have a license from the health department.  
Mr. Fralinger noted that it is a slippery slope but that’s what always ends up happening 
with unintended consequences and he knows that the proposed Ordinance is an 
unintended consequence of what the Township is attempting to regulate here.   He further 
noted that from his years of experience he can see the proposed Ordinance moving in that 
direction and would like to nip it in the bud now, if possible, and possibly move it out of 
the peddlers realm and move it into a specifically tailored ordinance that is something 
that is livable for the existing businesses and also livable for the Township as being 
enforceable.   Mr. Fralinger indicated that he was not sure it was possible nor has he 
given it much thought to that end.   Chairperson Stanzione thanked Mr. Fralinger for his 
comments. 
 
 Mrs. O’Brien also thanked Mr. Fralinger for acknowledging that the Township 
has worked with Cedar Rose in the past and we do value our businesses and the 
Township certainly intends to work with them.   She also acknowledged that when it was 
brought to the Township’s attention that the current peddlers ordinance did not allow for 
food truck operation in the Township and the Township felt it needed to take action.   
Mrs. O’Brien highlighted that it was brought to Township’s attention and  that food 
trucks were not able to operate in a manner that allowed them to have the flexibility to 
conduct business and survive.   Mrs. O’Brien indicated that the Township tried to make 
accommodations for them as well all the while keeping in mind the most important thing 
in our jobs every day and to protect the health, safety and welfare of the Township.   She 
further indicated that the Township does need to regulate the food trucks to make sure 
that people are not getting sick or parking in front of our brick and mortar buildings that 
are paying taxes and fees that they in turn incur.   Mrs. O’Brien reiterated that the matter 
was brought to the Township’s attention that our existing peddlers ordinance did not 
allow for people to conduct business and therefore the Township tried to make it more 
open and lenient.   She further acknowledged that there may be some language in the 
proposed Ordinance that is detrimental to our existing businesses.   Mrs. O’Brien also 
noted that the Township has been discussing this matter since March and spent over 5 
hours in public meetings that no one has attended.   She further noted that there were 
people at the first meeting that were concerned and the Township has not heard from 
them since.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that the Township has been asking for input and she has 
personally contacted Bridgeton, Millville, Vineland, Pittsgrove and Buena to see what 
they are doing as this issue seems to be this indeterminate beast that no one can put a 
finger on and regulate and make it safe and  
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equitable for their municipal residents.   She further stated that at the last meeting the 
Committee noted that they were not sure that the proposed Ordinance was correct yet but 
the Township would adopt the proposed Ordinance as a step forward and hear from 
people.   Mrs. O’Brien indicated that the Township needs to hear from people to get input 
as to whether it works or it doesn’t work and how we can improve it and give everyone 
an opportunity to conduct business and be successful in Deerfield Township.          
 
 Mr. Brago asked Mr. Fralinger to see about getting some direction from the food 
truck owners and what they feel is good to conduct business (the number of hours).   Mr. 
Brago noted that Deerfield’s ordinance indicates the conduct of business in one location 
for one hour while the City of Bridgeton’s ordinance only 15 minutes in one location.  He 
further noted that Township is aware that you cannot conduct business in 15 minutes and 
the Township made it for 2 hours, but if that is not enough and more time is needed the 
Township needs to know that also.   Mr. Brago reiterated Mrs. O’Brien that there was no 
attendance at the other meetings and getting no input.   He further reiterated that the 
Township has done the best it can from everyone else’s ordinances to try and make our 
own and see what works best for Deerfield Township, the food trucks and the brick and 
mortar businesses so that everyone can survive.   Mr. Brago indicated that any feedback 
from the food trucks, the business owners, the people that go to the food trucks would be 
appreciated and the Township is open to any input.  Mr. Fralinger stated that he would be 
willing to get that information.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that these foods trucks are not just 
conducting business in Deerfield Township and she would love to hear what they are 
doing in other municipalities.   Mr. Brago agreed with Committeewoman O’Brien and 
that the Township wants everyone to be safe.   He noted with that “safety” comes the 
inspection by the fire marshal to check every food truck to make sure that it is safe and 
will not burst into flames from leaking propane.   He noted that the food trucks that 
intend to operate in Deerfield Township should come forward and let us know that they 
are going to operating here because they have to be inspected here and any other 
municipality that they may go to and that is not just Deerfield’s decision but a State 
decision.   Mr. Brago reiterated that the Township is doing its best to make it work for 
everyone.    
 
 Mr. Fralinger stated that he was not aware if the Township was tabling the matter 
to a specific date or to a date to be noticed in the future but asked if the Clerk could notify 
him so that he and his clients could be present.   He further stated that between now and 
that time he will supply some of the feedback the Township is looking for.   Mrs. O’Brien 
noted that there was concern that the Township was not moving quickly enough on this 
matter, and perhaps information could be brought forward for either the next meeting or 
the one after that.   Mr. Fralinger noted that Mr. Pipitone was out of town until the middle 
of next week but would meet with Mr. Tarpine of Cedar Rose for their input.    
 
 Brief discussion was held as to the number of trucks at F&S and how it related to 
the current and proposed ordinance.   
 
 The Committee thanked Mr. Fralinger for his attendance and comments this 
evening.   
 
 Mr. Brago made a motion, seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to close the public hearing 
on Ordinance #2019-5.   The Committee approved.    
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brago to table the adoption of 
Ordinance #2019-5.   Roll Call Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes 
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Resolutions 
   
 The Clerk presented Resolution #19-92 – Resolution Waiving Permit Fees For 
Use Of Tents, To Waive The $35.00 Type I Open Flame And To Waive The $5.00 
Township Raffle License Fee For The Games Of Chance At The Harvest Festival.  Mr. 
Brago made a motion, seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to adopt Resolution #19-92.  Roll Call 
Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes   
 
 The Clerk presented Resolution #19-93 Resolution Authorizing The Execution Of 
Statement Of Consent For An Application By Adamo Pipitone T/A Terra Nonno Winery 
For A Treatment Works Approval Permit.  Mrs. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by 
Mr. Brago to adopt Resolution #19-93.   Roll Call Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes 
Old Business 
 

The Clerk presented Reports From Department Chairpersons.  Mrs. O’Brien 
stated that she and Mr. Brago met with Mike Fralinger of Fralinger Engineering to 
discuss the $400,000 grant the Township received for LoBiondo Park and Eugenia 
Johnson Park.   She further stated that they have reviewed the initial plans and are 
moving forward with the design and receiving a hard copy for another meeting set for the 
end of October.   Mrs. O’Brien indicated that the intent is to put a walking track in at 
LoBiondo Park and new playground equipment.  She further indicated that new 
playground equipment is also intended for Eugenia John Park all of which will be ADA 
accessible to make sure that everyone is able to use the parks equally.   Mrs. O’Brien 
noted it was a grant that Mr. Stanzione had been working on for a long time and we 
fortunately received it this year.    

 
Mr. Brago noted that the Township will be seeing beautiful, significant upgrades 

to two of our parks by the end of September of next year.   He hoped to see everyone out 
there.   Mrs. O’Brien noted that the Township has a third park, Carmel Park, and the 
Township will be working to fund upgrades over the next few years to bring that up to a 
level of quality that rivals the others.   The current grant only allows the Township to use 
the grant in Eugenia Johnson and LoBiondo Parks.   

 
Chairperson Stanzione noted that Recreation is still moving towards the Harvest 

Festival and booking bands.   As to fire and rescue, Chairperson Stanzione noted that 
everything is basically the same and the Mayor and he have not had an opportunity to 
meet with the necessary people.   As to streets and roads, Chairperson Stanzione noted 
that he has heard from the Freeholders that Big Oak Road (the part not finished) will be 
finished before the end of the year.    

 
The Clerk noted Discussion To Offer Unsold Township Properties For Sale was 

an item to be presented by Mr. Danna.  Mrs. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. 
Brago to table the discussion until the next meeting.   Roll Call Vote: 

 
 Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
 Mr. Stanzione  Yes  
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New Business 
 
 The Clerk presented Raffle Application – Bridgeton Area Chamber Of Commerce 
Foundation, Inc. – 50/50 On Premises Raffle – October 12 And October 13, 2019.  Mr. 
Brago made a motion, seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to approve the raffle license.   Roll Call 
Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes 
 
 The Clerk presented Raffle Application – Bridgeton Area Chamber Of Commerce 
Foundation, Inc. - Games Of Chance - October 10 – October 13, 2019.  Mr. Brago made 
a motion, seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to approve the raffle license.   Roll Call Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes   
 
 The Clerk presented Approval Of Special Permit – Social Affair – Deerfield 
Gamegetters – Saturday, September 28, 2019 From 12:00 PM To 10:00 PM.   Mrs. 
O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brago to approve the special permit.   Roll Call 
Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes 
 
Communications  
 
 The Clerk stated that there are no communications this evening. 
 
 The Clerk presented Resolution #19-94 - For The Payment Of Bills.  Mrs. 
O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brago, to adopt Resolution #19-94.  Roll Call 
Vote: 
 
  Mr. Brago  Yes  Mrs. O’Brien  Yes 
  Mr. Stanzione  Yes   
   
Public Comment  
 
 Mrs. O’Brien made a motion, seconded by Mr. Brago to open the meeting to the 
public.  The Committee approved.   Gloria Jost, 397 Stillman Avenue and Donna Sooy, 
448 Stillman Avenue came before the Committee.   Dan Lodge of 437 Stillman Avenue 
also came before the Committee.  Ms. Sooy indicated that a company called Synagrow 
wants to lease a property from the Improvement Authority at 745 Lebanon Road for the 
purpose of “bc” recycling.   She further indicated that she became aware of this about a 
week ago when she read there was going to be a public meeting and she attended the 
Freeholders meeting.   Ms. Sooy stated that during the presentation Synagrow noted that 
that they would be recycling sewage waste which was being referred to as bio-solids.   
She further stated that Synagrow gave a presentation and a map of the area.   Ms. Sooy 
noted that she was informed of the specifics as to traffic, the hours of operation, what 
goes in with the sludge.   She further noted that project was pretty much a “done deal” 
since receiving their approval in May at the Advisory Committee and the Improvement 
Authority approved it.   Ms. Sooy stated that they came before the Freeholders to get it 
approved but due to resident questions, the matter was tabled.   She further stated that the 
Freeholders are awaiting a response from the Deerfield Township Committee who she 
noted supposedly approved the recycling center.   
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 Mrs. Jost indicated that they have not heard from a good source that the Township 
approved it and would be disappointed if the Township approved it.   She further 
indicated that if they have to bring in this material there has to be a better way to bring it 
in than through their neighborhood.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione referenced an Agreement with the landfill from 1986 that 
there is to be no truck traffic on Lebanon Road and there is a list of roads that are allowed 
to be traveled.   Chairperson Stanzione noted that the matter did come before the 
Committee but as part of the redevelopment zone and the Township understood about the 
business going in there.  He further noted that it was never explained to the Committee 
that there would 35-40 trucks a day going down Lebanon Road or the hours or operation.   
Chairperson Stanzione stated that the Township is working on this matter.   He further 
stated that when the redevelopment zone was discussed and there were 2 business that 
were proposed to go into those lots.   Chairperson Stanzione noted that the way it is being 
presented to the Committee now is not the way it was originally presented to the 
Committee.   Mrs. O’Brien agreed with Chairperson Stanzione and noted that it was not 
presented as a sewage waste company.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that the redevelopment 
agreement is being reviewed by the Township attorneys to the content to see if this 
facility in its current state is allowed to be in the redevelopment zone as described.   
Chairperson Stanzione indicated that he can’t see this facility coming in with 30-40 
trucks but if it’s safe and they find a different route to come into that area than that would 
be a different story.   He further indicated that the plant would be a rateable for the 
Township even though the landfill owns it.   Chairperson Stanzione said he is aware of 
concerns of smell, odor, traffic, etc., but it is currently the attorneys’ hands for review.   
 
 Ms. Sooy noted that if the residents had not questioned the matter it would have 
went through.   Chairperson Stanzione agreed and noted Freeholder Musso questioned 
the matter.   Ms. Sooy stated that the Freeholders would accept a letter from the 
Township Committee approving it and would not have to open a public meeting.   Mrs. 
O’Brien indicated that such a letter is not being provided.   She further indicated that the 
Committee was contacted by the Freeholders who represent our Township and made 
aware of this following that meeting.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that the Township is doing its 
due diligence and seeing that our legal team is looking into it.    
 
 Mrs. O’Brien noted that the CCIA is a neighbor and a partner in many aspects.   
She further noted that the Township has had a very successful relationship over the last 
few years.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that it is the intent to have to very particular discussion 
of what’s happening.   She reiterated the Agreement that they cannot drive down 
Lebanon Road.    
 
 Ms. Sooy noted that they kept stressing the money and how they would not have 
to send it to Atlantic County.   Ms. Sooy further noted that the neighborhood puts up with 
a lot due to the landfill and this plant on top of that would destroy the property values.   
Ms. Sooy stated that this plant could be done out of Old Kenyon Avenue that was 
dedicated by the Committee to the landfill when they opened the landfill.   She further 
stated that the neighbors don’t want this and why were they not notified.   Mrs. Jost 
questioned if neighbors within 200 feet need to be notified.  Mr. Casella stated that it is 
not a zoning matter and it is not that type of notice.   He further stated that they do a 
public notice that was published in the newspaper.    Mr. Lodge asked if the Township 
has any power to say the Township does not want that type of waste.   Mr. Casella stated 
that the Township will have to look at the Agreement with the Improvement Authority to 
see exactly what we have.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione stated that when the Township met with them it was 
regarding a redevelopment zone.   Mrs. O’Brien noted that the main focus of the 
redevelopment zone was the new CCIA office and a data center which would have been a 
rateable.   She further noted that the intent of the remainder of the property was to be  
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used as a data center with limited traffic.   Mrs. O’Brien added that it was presented that 
there was to be a lot of solar, four (4) big buildings in the back with 2 or 3 employees 
each.   Mr. Brago showed a layout (August, 2017) of redevelopment zone as it was 
presented (the layout was still in the meeting room in a corner by the podium).  
Discussion was held regarding the layout.   Mrs. O’Brien indicated that the plan for data 
center has been relocated.   Ms. Sooy inquired as to what a “data center” was.   Mrs. 
O’Brien stated that it was information stored “in the cloud” in remote locations that are 
away from main paths.  She further stated that the Township asked about traffic and 
security.   Mrs. O’Brien asked Mr. Brago to read the gray block on the layout and he 
noted that it was entitled “substation area- 3 acres”.   Mrs. O’Brien asked Mr. Brago if the 
bio-solids facility on the plan.   Mr. Brago noted that a dark green block entitled 
“reserved for future use bio-solids facility – 7 acres”.   Ms. Sooy stated that the current 
plan for the facility is to use 22 acres.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione stated that there many things going on at the landfill and 
they generate their own electric.   He further stated that they cannot put in solar at this 
time because the grid is full and they are pumping electric back into the grid.  
Chairperson Stanzione noted that they are working on doing away with that.   Mr. Brago 
agreed with Chairperson Stanzione and noted that the CCIA is hoping to become self-
sufficient in their own electric so that they can free up grid space and the residents can 
get solar. 
 
 Someone questioned when the residents would hear more about this.   Mrs. 
O’Brien asked if the Township could get everyone’s name and address this evening as the 
Township would like to make sure that the Freeholder Board and CCIA know the number 
of people this impacts and have expressed concern.   She reiterated that this would be 
helpful when the Township contacts the Freeholder Board and from a legal perspective 
the Township has its attorneys looking into what our options are.   She further reiterated a 
good past relationship with the CCIA and the potential to still have a conversation with 
them about how this is handled.    
 
 Multiple conversations were held at the same time between Township Committee 
members and residents.   Mrs. O’Brien asked to give everyone an opportunity to speak 
and hear everyone’s thoughts so when presented to the Freeholder Board and the CCIA 
the Township has all the information.   Chairperson Stanzione stated that when this 
matter was presented to the Committee nothing was said about trucks and sludge.   He 
further stated that the presentation indicated tree stumps, mulch and pallets.   Chairperson 
Stanzione noted that the Township needs time to meet with the CCIA and County.    
 
 Discussion was held regarding mercury in the water and water testing.   
Chairperson Stanzione noted that the water runs away from the landfill towards Millville 
and not uphill to where the residents live.   Mrs. O’Brien noted that if a resident has a 
water issue the Cumberland County Board of Health needs to know about that.   
Chairperson Stanzione asked that those that have it should contact the Health Department 
and they can contact the Township and let us know how many people are affected.   Mrs. 
O’Brien assured everyone that the landfill does water testing and the testing is completed 
by firms that are not connected to the CCIA.   She also assured that the liner underneath 
the landfill would make it impossible for something to seep down into the water.    
 
 It was asked if there would be another meeting about this matter.   Chairperson 
Stanzione stated that we have everyone’s name and asked Mr. Casella is the Township 
should have another meeting and notify all the residents.   Mr. Casella agreed that it is a 
good idea if you can get a representative from the Committee to go to the Improvement 
Authority armed with the concerns of the residents.    
 
 Andrew Tartaglia of Kenyon Avenue came before the Committee.  Mr. Tartaglia 
stated that he understands why no one wants this plant, but he’s not exactly sure what it is  
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the residents don’t want.   He would like to see the Township ask the CCIA and 
SynaGrow come here and explain exactly what they are proposing to do, exactly what the 
facility is going to be just so there is good information.   Mr. Tartaglia noted that there are 
more rumors floating about what is being proposed and would like to know exactly they 
are proposing.       Mrs. O’Brien noted that when the Township has asked for that in the 
past they have always been amenable to that type of meeting.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione noted that the Freeholder Board is not going to approve 
this until the Township approves it.   He further noted that the Freeholders will keep it on 
hold until we meet and decide what is going in there and what is not going in there.    
 
 Mrs. Jost noted that there is a Land Use Board meeting next week and isn’t this 
use of our land.   Mrs. O’Brien noted that it did go through the Land Use Board as well as 
the redevelopment zone which it was.   Mr. Casella noted that the Land Use Board 
approved the application.   Mr. Tartaglia noted that the Land Use Board approved the 
redevelopment zone and the only thing that was discussed was the data center and solar 
fields.   He stated that there was no talk about any solid waste recycling plant.   Mr. 
Tartaglia noted that this must be their “plan B” after the other facility fell through and 
was questioned at the time they came before the Land Use Board.   He further noted that 
the discussion never included this type of questionable facility.   Mrs. O’Brien noted that 
a Class B recycling facility was in their original plan.   She further noted that the bio-
solid complex was on the plan.    
 
 Multiple discussions were held from the residents to the Committee regarding the 
approval of the recycling facility and the extension of the landfill.   Someone addressed 
the issues from the landfill and the noise coming from F&S.    Another individual 
addressed that she had not heard about the facility except from her neighbor.   She 
thanked the Committee for wanting to keep the residents safe and asked that the 
Committee fight for the neighborhood.   Chairperson Stanzione thanked everyone for 
their attendance and the information provided as it enlightened the Committee.    
 
 Mr. Brago stated that he heard about this matter from someone who attended this 
evening and from his parents and that was the first time that he had heard about it and the 
first time the Committee was aware of it.   He asked that the residents please give the 
Committee time.   Mr. Brago assured the residents that people will be notified of any 
future public hearing.   Mr. Brago noted that a comment was made that the taxes are high.   
He further noted that on the tax bill even though it looks like the Township is raising your 
taxes, but the County and school taxes went up.   Mr. Brago indicated that the school has 
a separate budget and the local use tax is what comes to Deerfield Township and we are 
the lowest around because of the Host Community Benefit we get from the CCIA.  He 
further indicated that the Committee puts their heads together to take care of the 
Township and to please have trust in the Committee 
 
 Someone from the audience asked about the removal of street lights.   
Chairperson Stanzione indicated that the electric bill was high and a decision was made 
by the Township Committee here at that time the streets would only exist on every 
intersections, hills and curves.   He further indicated that for years whoever asked for a 
street light got a street light and that’s not how it should have been.   Chairperson 
Stanzione noted that the Committee is trying to do the best they can for the Township and 
if that means cutting out street lights and saving $30,000 which is 2 cents of taxes than 
the Committee will do that.    
 
 Mr. Brago indicated to the audience that the State “capped” municipal budgets.   
He further indicated that municipalities over a 10 cent local purpose tax could only raise 
taxes by 2% each year.   Mr. Brago stated that Deerfield’s local purpose is at 9 cents and 
the minute we go over 10 cents the Township can only raise taxes by 2 percent.   He  
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further stated that if something drastic happens in the Township and we have to go from 9 
cents to 18 cents to make up that money we can’t do that because we can only go 2% a  
year.   Mr. Brago indicated that the Township receives a significant Host Community 
Benefit that helps the Township stay at 9 cents and that money is used to make 
improvements and are done with a very small budget because of the taxes that come from 
the local purpose tax to the Township.   He further indicated that we try to get grants but 
it’s not at the pace everyone would like to see.   Mr. Brago thanked everyone for 
attending this evening’s meeting but noted that social media has gotten out of control and 
can stir things up and facts are not always put out for other people to understand and 
sometimes the truth isn’t put out.     Mr. Brago noted that it is difficult for 5 people to 
make decisions when we don’t have input from the town.   Mr. Brago reiterated the 
amount of time the Committee spent on the peddlers’ ordinance.   Mrs. O’Brien also 
agreed that the Committee doesn’t always hear information and the Committee needs to 
hear from the public.    
 
 Someone commented about how the dump was put in and it was done deal before 
any of the residents knew about it.   Chairperson Stanzione defended the current 
Committee and stated no one on the current Committee was on at that time.   Mr. Brago 
agreed with Chairperson Stanzione and noted that the Township is trying to move 
forward as best as we can.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione noted that the Improvement Authority pays over 50% of 
the taxes a year.   He reminded everyone that if they were not there the residents of the 
Township would be paying double in local purpose tax.   Someone asked what the 
Improvement Authority does for the Township.   It was noted that they provide 
approximately $550,000 in Host Community Benefit money to the Township each year.   
Mrs. O’Brien acknowledged what Chairperson Stanzione said and noted that the current 
Committee did not start that Agreement, but they are our neighbors and the Township has 
done its due diligence and mended what was a very broken relationship.   She noted that 
the Improvement Authority does not have to keep renewing that Agreement or giving us 
any more money, but they have sat down with us time and time again and revised it to try 
and make it more of a benefit.   Mrs. O’Brien acknowledged the help from the 
Improvement Authority for our fire trucks, parks and that they have gave us equipment.   
She further acknowledged that no one wants sludge in their backyard and the Committee 
is going to work on that.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that the Township is trying to create a 
positive relationship with these people who infuse so much into our Township and allow 
us to keep our local purpose tax low and allow us to manage this situation that we have in 
the best way possible.    
 
 Someone asked that the Township be stern.  Mrs. O’Brien acknowledged that it 
will all depend on how the Agreement is penned after that it will come down to the 
Committee trying to work with our partners, the landfill.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione noted that there are farmers that have been dumping in the 
fields for years.   He further noted that no matter what this Committee does, the State can 
come in over rule us.   Chairperson Stanzione indicated that the Township has an 
ordinance about dumping in the fields, but DEP came in and overruled the Township.  He 
stated that his point was that no matter what the Township does the State can come in and 
overrule the Township.    
 
 Discussion was held concerning the Host Community Benefit.   Chairperson 
Stanzione noted that originally the Host Community Benefit was $1.00 a ton and took 
years to get it up to $2.00 a ton and now we’re at $3.00 a ton.   He also noted that when 
we need something they give us the money interest free and they are constantly working 
with us.   Chairperson Stanzione noted that if we destroy the relationship the taxes will go 
up and they won’t give us any more so we have to try and work with the landfill in order 
to try and keep everyone happy.   
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 Mr. Brago encouraged the residents to attend the Freeholder meetings as they 
attend this evening’s meeting.   The Committee reminded the residents that the 
Improvement Authority answers to the Freeholder Board and they can stop anything that 
the Improvement Authority is doing.   Chairperson Stanzione reiterated that the residents 
please give the Committee some time to address the matter.    
 
 Vincent Pipitone came before the Committee concerning the large amount 
accidents that occur at the intersection of Morton and Lebanon.  Mr. Pipitone asked if 
some type of barrier can be put up.   He stated that he was here with residents of the 
corner who are fearful for their home and children that play outside.   Mrs. O’Brien and 
Chairperson Stanzione noted that these are County roads, but will pass the information 
along.   Mrs. O’Brien stated that perhaps the Freeholder Board can do something about 
that.    
 
 Chairperson Stanzione reminded everyone that 3 people that sit on the Freeholder 
Board are from Deerfield and to please give the Township a chance.   Discussion was 
held regarding a public meeting at the Improvement Authority and the ability to speak.                      
 
 There being no further comment from the public, Mr. Brago made a motion, 
seconded by Mrs. O’Brien to close the public portion.  The Committee approved. 
 
 There being no further business, Mr. Brago made a motion, seconded by Mrs. 
O’Brien, to adjourn the meeting.  The Committee approved.   
  
 
 

                _________________________________ 
      John Stanzione, Temporary Chairperson 
       Township of Deerfield  
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
Karen Seifrit, Clerk 
Township of Deerfield  
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